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NURSING 380

Searching and Citing the Literature

Sources

CINAHL: The Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature provides indexing and abstracting of nursing and allied health journals back to 1982, with links to some full-text.
Medline: Comprehensive journal index from the National Library of Medicine to over 4,600 biomedical journals.

Cochrane Library: Full-text of four databases important to evidence based medicine.
NURSING RESEARCH GUIDE from Hunter College Libraries
http://libguides.library.hunter.cuny.edu/content.php?pid=100800&sid=756845


Keyword Searching

Keyword searching is a quick and easy way to get started in any database. Using your own terminology, just enter your search term(s) in the search boxes. Related or synonymous terms can be connected in one search box using the word OR [diabetes type 2 or diabetes type II or type 2 diabetes or type II diabetes]. Additional concepts can be entered in the other search boxes [health promotion or  intervention*]
Truncation*The addition of a symbol at the end of a word to retrieve the stem or root of the word and all possible endings of that word. Truncating comput* retrieves: computer, computers, computing, compute, computes, ….. etc

Create a Personal Account in EbscoHost
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 --  Located on top toolbar

· Make note of your Username and Password!!

· Save Items Stored in Folder

· Save Your Searches


Refining Your Search

CINAHL and Medline offer a variety of identical and different options for you to choose from to limit or narrow your search results. This is especially useful if you start with a broad search and get hundreds of results. Select the “Search Options” link on the right hand side of the search page to access dozens of options that include:
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Finding the Full-Text of an Article
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The Find it! option appears most often in CINAHL and Medline. Once you click on this link you will be directed to a page that lets you know if the library provides the article in full-text, in print, or if another library owns the journal. 
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 Articles that display the PDF Full Text link have an online version of the article available. Click on this link to view and print the article. 

Subject Searching with CINAHL Headings (CH)
One of the most useful features in CINAHL is the formal subject headings that are assigned to each record. This method of searching will retrieve articles whose primary focus is a particular topic, eliminating articles whose titles or abstracts merely mention that topic.

Step 1: Use the CH link on the navigation tool bar and enter one concept in the “Browse” search box. (Example: Blood Pressure Cuff)

Step 2: This will bring you to a list of approved subject headings. If your term is not used by CH to describe a topic you will be referred to the appropriate term. In the example of Blood Pressure Cuff you are directed to use the plural “Blood Pressure Cuffs” rather than the singular.
Note: If you’re not sure which is the best term to select, read the Scope to help you decide. 

Step 3: Click on a term to get detailed information and more options for narrowing or broadening your

search.
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Subject Searching with Medical Subject Headings (MeSH)
One of the most useful features in Medline is the formal subject headings that are assigned to each record. This method of searching will retrieve articles whose primary focus is a particular topic, eliminating articles whose titles or abstracts merely mention that topic.

Step 1: Use the MeSH link on the navigation tool bar and enter one concept in the “Browse” search box. (Example: Blood Pressure Cuff)

Step 2: This will bring you to a list of approved subject headings. If your term is not used by MeSH to describe a topic you will be referred to the appropriate term. In the example of Blood Pressure Cuff you are directed to use the term “Blood Pressure Monitors”.

Note: If you’re not sure which is the best term to select, read the Scope to help you decide. 

Step 3: Click on a term to get detailed information and more options for narrowing or broadening your

search.
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Step 4: Review the list of subheadings to see if any are useful for narrowing your search. Select one or more subheadings, or do not select any and all will be included.
Step 5: Before you execute your search, use the CINAHL Headings or MeSH “Browse” box to search for and select any other concepts that you want to add to your query (start over with steps 1-4). Be sure to change the default from “or” to “and” when combining terms.  If you’re only searching one concept, simply click the search database box.
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Saving Your Results
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Using RefWorks at Hunter:
· Select “Export to Bibliographic Manager” icon
· Select “Direct Export to RefWorks”

· Click “Save”

For more help:  see Library RefWorks page

http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/services/refworks
 OFF CAMPUS:
log in with Hunter’s group access code:  RWHuntC

APA Citation Style

Book
Bandman, E., & Bandman, B.  (2002).  Nursing ethics through the lifespan.  NJ:  Prentice Hall.  
Journal  Article
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume number(issue number), pages.
Website
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of document. Retrieved from http://Web address
Evidence-Based Practice


The Evidence Pyramid
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There are different levels of evidence with Systematic Reviews, Meta-Analysis and Randomized Controlled Trials (RCTs) providing the greatest credibility.  Moving down the pyramid from below RCTs the literature becomes quasi experimental, descriptive, non-experimental, opinion and editorial based. However, it’s important to note that in Nursing some of the clinical questions may not be suitable for big RCTs due to ethical, financial, cultural, political or even practical reasons.  
Medical Research Library of Brooklyn. (2004). SUNY Downstate EBM Tutorial. Retrieved from http://library.downstate.edu/EBM2/2100.htm 

The Evidence-Based Process

1.  Defining the question that needs to be answered: PICO
2.  Collecting the evidence to answer the question
3.  Evaluation of the evidence gathered – critical appraisal

4.  Integration of the evidence and patient factors to make and carry out a decision

5.  Evaluation of the whole process for future improvement


Evidence-Based Nursing Tools

Filtered – Pre-evaluated Literature
Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews

National Guideline Clearinghouse

Trip Database

Unfiltered – Primary Literature

CINAHL

Medline
PsychInfo






Defining Your Search Question


Determine and define the clinical problem


Frame this in a question format as it will help you determine the key concepts: population, intervention and outcome.





Generate a list of keywords*


Patient or Population of Interest (what is the disorder or disease)


Intervention


Comparison (if any)


Outcome (what you are hoping to assess) 


Time


* Melnyk, B., Fineout-Overholt, E., Stillwell, S., Williamson, K.  2010. The seven steps of EBP.  AJN, 110(1), 51-53. 
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Explode: a command that allows you to expand your search to include both the main concept and all narrower terms.


Major: a command that indicates that the term is a major concept.








Tree Views: CINAHL Headings are arranged in a hierarchy, or “tree structure”, that allows searching from the most general level to more narrow levels to find the most precise and relevant terms for your information need. The Tree View shows a selected term (in bold) in the context of its conceptually broader and narrower terms. Broader terms are listed above your term, while narrower terms are beneath.








Subheadings: can help improve the precision of your search. Not choosing a subheading will include all terms listed.





























Explode: a command that allows you to expand your search to include both the main concept and all narrower terms.


Major: a command that indicates that the term is a major concept.








Tree Views: MeSH Headings are arranged in a hierarchy, or “tree structure”, that allows searching from the most general level to more narrow levels to find the most precise and relevant terms for your information need. The Tree View shows a selected term (in bold) in the context of its conceptually broader and narrower terms. Broader terms are listed above your term, while narrower terms are beneath.








Subheadings: can help improve the precision of your search. Not choosing a subheading will include all terms listed.
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